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Through these different methods of photography, participants 
found various results. Using photovoice to look at violence 
against women, for example, showed that such violence starts 
from the day they women are born through adulthood, and this 
prompted participants to address this issue via public strategy 
workshops. When using several methods from both 
participatory and transformative photography, researchers 
identified three aspects (“spaces,” “rifts,” and “repairs”) that 
affect street connected young people (SCYP) in Guatemala.
Over 500 years after the Spanish colonized Central 
America, social inequalities still exist in Guatemala. 
Guatemala today is a developing country with issues 
related to Indigenous communities, the treatment of 
women, and poverty. 
This project asks how photography is used to explore 
social and political conflict in Guatemala. We first delve 
into the history of these problems and how photographic 
methods can help prevent them in Guatemala’s future.
The Spanish conquest of Central America gave rise to 
political and social issues in Guatemala that still impact 
the country today. Photographic methods can be used to 
bring attention to these problems and to keep them from 
happening in the future. Without the use of art to examine 
social issues, could Guatemalan face another civil war?
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FindingsThere are several kinds of visual photographic methods 
that individuals currently use that enable them to examine 
social and political issues. Photography has been used in 
Guatemala to remind people of past historical events that 
some cannot forget. Two specific types of photography that 
are used to convey visual messages include participatory 
and transformative photography. Participatory photography 
has an impact on social issues that are currently happening 
in Guatemala. In transformative photography, individuals 
tell stories of current social conflict throughout Guatemala 
and its capital city. Several methods include photo essays, 
photo novellas, as well as reflective interviews, such as 
photo eliciting, all of which involve the participants taking 
a role in analyzing their own photographs. The most 
specific method of the all is that of using photovoice, 
which employs power sharing in the process of researching 
subjects such as violence against women and changes in 
public policy. Artists and researchers use these methods to 
examine practices and build narratives that promote 
resilience. 
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